
 O nce again, AINColorado is in 

the forefront of the digital 

conversion, nationwide.  The staff of 

AINColorado have been busy this 

month, meeting with Rocky Mountain 

PBS (RMPBS), the Public 

Telecommunications 

Facilities Program 

(PTFP), a part of the 

National 

Telecommunication 

and Information 

Agency in 

Washington and 

other audio 

information services. 

 Last year, 

AINColorado and 

RMPBS took the lead in proposing a 

digital television solution for audio 

information services currently 

broadcasting via the Secondary Audio 

Program (SAP) of their local PBS 

station.   

 The proposal was sent to the PTFP, 

who approved a grant for a planning 

project that was administered through 

RMPBS.  The project included a 

nationwide survey of radio reading 

services to gather information about 

their plans for broadcasting after the 

digital conversion next February.  An 

Advisory Committee was formed to 

review the results of the survey and 

make recommendations, which we 

heard on March 4 in Washington, DC. 

 Mary Beth Susman, Project Director, 

welcomed attendees and opened the 

meeting to discuss the future of radio 

reading services 

and the use of 

associated audio 

channels in a 

digital television 

environment. 

 After a 

day of discussion 

and debate it was 

agreed that a 

need for both 

digital television 

and digital radio solution exists among 

the audio information services. 

 AINColorado and RMPBS will 

continue toward the development and 

production of a digital receiver to 

replace the analog receivers currently in 

use by AINColorado listeners 

throughout the state.  The receiver will 

be made available to other reading 

services throughout the country. 

 The technology that AINColorado is 

investigating and creating will impact 

other audio information services 

throughout the country.  Stay tuned for 

further developments. 
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Mr. Dawson goes to Washington 
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David Dawson, Kim Ann Wardlow and 

Miradna Downey attend DC meeting. 



D ear Friends, 

 As youõve heard, 

2008 is the last year for analog 

TV broadcasting.  As of 

February 17,2009, all TV 

stations in the United States 

will be broadcasting a new 

digital signal. 

 AINColorado must 

exchange a new digital receiver 

for all its òold radios,ó which our 

listeners throughout the state 

are now using to listen.  There 

are approximately 1,500 of these 

òold radiosó which must be 

replaced with the new digital 

AINColorado receiver.  Each 

listener must be trained on the 

use of these new receivers, as 

well. 

 This exchange project is 

going to be very expensive.  The 

new digital receivers will cost 

almost double the cost of the old 

radios, $190 compared to $100.  

The overall cost of the exchange 

project will total $300,000. 

 We, at AINColorado, 

appreciate your valuable service 

and the time you give.  And, if 

you or someone you know may 

be able to help fund the 

exchange project, it will be 

greatly appreciated.  On the 

front page and back page of this 

newsletter, methods for 

donating to AINColorado are 

discussed and detailed.  It is 

now possible to donate on the 

AINColorado.org website.   

 We do have our hands 

full for the next several months.  

All training and receiver 

exchanges must be completed by 

the February 17, 2009 ògo darkó 

date.  Otherwise, the majority of 

AINColorado listeners will be 

unable to hear our 

programming. 

 Of all this new 

technology, AINColorado now 

provides five methods that 

listeners may òpick and chooseó 

to access our informational 

programming.  The broadcast 

method is the most efficient and 

cost effective method and used 

by most listeners.   

 Broadcast is often 

paired with one of two phone 

access systems and/or live 

streaming/podcasting on the 

internet.  A listener may use as 

many audio information services 

as they wish and all are at no 

cost. 

 AINColorado continues 

to be the most dynamic and 

listener responsive audio 

information service in the 

country.  As you may know, 

AINColorado is the largest 

(geographically) audio 

information service in the 

United States. The technology 

we are creating and 

investigating, will impact other 

reading services throughout the 

country.  We are on the cutting 

edge of this service. 

 Thanks again for your 

contribution to AINColorado, 

and we look forward to seeing 

you all October 23 at the 

Volunteer Appreciation Brunch.  

David Dawson 
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Notes from the director 

http://www.AINColorado.org


 Miranda Downey is David Dawsonõs 

new executive assistant.  She was looking for 

a job in broadcast media, and soon after 

watching the movie, The Ultimate Gift, about 

finding joy in giving to others, she found an 

email that led to volunteering at 

AINColorado.  Her volunteerism soon turned 
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Board of Directors: 
Barbara Meneely, Board President 

Rose Flores-Kennedy, Vice-President 

Linda Allred, Treasurer 

Fayoke Longe, Secretary 

Angela Long 

Jon Young 

Debbi MacLeod, Director of the Colorado Talking 

 Book Library and newest board member. 

 

 

Staff: 
(left to right) 

Standing:  

Pam McDonald, Director of Development 

David Dawson, Executive Director 

Paul Migliorelli, Chief Production Engineer 

Niki LeBoeuf-Little, Web-site Manager 
Seated in front: 

Kat Lindgren, Director of Volunteer & 

Listener Services 

Regina Heger, Control Room Technician 

Kim-Ann Wardlow, Director of Marketing 

Meet the board of directors and staff 
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 R achell Hartgens comes from a family big 

on volunteering.  A sixth grader at 

Alexander Dawson, Rachael 

moved to Broomfield a 

couple of years ago from 

Connecticut, where her 

family manned the water 

table for a hospital 

marathon every year.  As 

the youngest volunteer for 

AINColorado, she combines 

her love of reading and 

doing something for others. 

 Sheõs been reading the 

Rob Kiddõs Mystery Adventure stories for six 

months.  Most recently, she read Kiddõs story of 

Jack Sparrow, Dance of the Hours . 

 She says she enjoys bringing plays and 

stories to others around her age, who canõt get 

them any other way. 

 òWhen I grow up I might model and maybe 

act,ó she said.  Sheõs been with a modeling 

agency for awhile and started learning the violin 

when she was 3-years old.  òI enjoy it,ó she said 

about reading.  òIt makes me happy to know I 

can give to others who canõt see.ó 

Who reads 

 B ailey Phelps introduces himself as a 

retired Presbyterian Minister and 

professional story teller.  Heõll also tell you heõs 

part Cherokee, although he didnõt find out until 

after he was married. 

 He came to Colorado from Texas, when he 

retired from his pastorate, twelve years ago.  He 

and his wife honeymooned at Rocky Mountain 

National Park 44 years ago, and he knew he 

would someday live here. 

 Perhaps itõs because heõs a distant cousin of 

Will Rogers, but Bailey always seemed to lean 

towards acting and telling stories.  He even 

played the part of Will Rogers and made some of 

the stories more contemporary.  He took drama 

in college, and belongs to 

many story telling 

organizations.   

 He performs at 

libraries, Renaissance 

festivals, schools and at 

AINColorado, where his 

òTraveling Talesó 

program is very popular.  

Heõs been telling folk 

stories from all over for 

all ages gathered from 

his massive collection of 

books for 6 or 7 years.   

 He plays the flute 

and a lute shaped guitar 

òlutar,ó as he calls it.  It 

fits him perfectly. 

 His voice and the 

accents he perfected help 

him see himself as the 

person telling the story, 

whether heõs from Africa, 

or an Irish Darby OõGill.  

Rachell with her sisters, Leah and Naomi 



 K aren Karsh has been singing 

professionally since she was 15 years 

old.    Perhaps that 

is why she enjoys live 

broadcasts, and the 

readers.  Being in the 

performing business is 

not an easy one, she 

admits, but she 

considers herself a 

fighter.  And, it helps to 

get information from 

AINColorado.  

òAnything that allows 

me educational 

material is important 

to me,ó she said.  òIt 

opens up the world and 

allows me to participate more fully.ó 

 She was born prematurely in Denver, 

given too much oxygen and lost her eyesight, but 

never loses sight of her vision.  She listens to local 

newspapers, info on 

demand or sometimes goes 

on the computer and 

streamlines.  òI hope 

(AINColorado) will 

continue to grow and be 

accessible,ó she said.      

 You can listen to 

her perform on her website: 

KarenKarsh.com.  She has 

prepared a song which she says, òwould be an 

honor and so much more than I can articulate,ó if 

she could sing it at the Democratic Convention.     

 òThank you for everything you do,ó she 

said of the volunteers.  òWithout you the service 

would not exist.  We (the listeners) feel like you 

are friends from afar.ó 
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Who listens 

 B ianca Mendoza was doing a school 

project in social studies and had to 

listen to some 

articles.  Someone at 

her school, the 

Denver School of the 

Arts, told her about 

AINColorado, and 

sheõs been a listener 

ever since. 

 Born blind 15 

years ago, Bianca 

says, òI know I can do things that even sighted 

people canõt do.ó  She plays the piano and 

composes music, for instance.  Her latest 

composition, titled Everybody Knows,  is about 

names she likes and names she doesnõt like.  

She really likes names 

that are words of 

success, like Victoria 

and Triumph. 

 òAINColorado 

does a really great job,ó 

she said.  òI like the 

way they express 

themselves when they 

read.ó  She says she 

doesnõt like dull 

readers.  She likes the science programs and 

Bailey Phelps is one of her favorites. 

 She says she wants to work in the 

immigration service as a lawyer.  Since she is 

bilingual, she wants to help with translation.  

And, she wants to be a singer, like Karen 

Karsh, who spent some time with her. 

 Faith is very important to Bianca.  òYou 

canõt have any doubt,ó she said.  òAs soon as 

youõve lost your faith, youõve lost your miracle.ó  

No doubt she will succeed in her endeavors. 

Karen Karsh 

KarenKarsh.com


The Process of Paul 
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 òI do what I love to do,ó  Paul Migliorelli said 

about his control room 

engineering job with 

AINColorado.  òYou hope you are 

providing something someone 

can use.ó 

 Paul grew up in the Bronx in 

New York and worked at the 

Audio Information 

Network, there.  òWe got 

actors and actresses, 

voice coaches and other 

people in the field as 

volunteers.  SAG people 

who didnõt want the 

union to know they were 

volunteering,ó he said. 

 Paul realized his 

ultimate job when he 

walked off of a bus and 

into the radio reading 

studio on Arapahoe 12 

years ago.  After all, heõs 

been in the broadcast business 

for 23 years. 

 òSchool and college didnõt do 

it for me,ó he said.  I wanted to 

get out and do.ó As he slips into 

his Bronx accent, you realize he 

has a good ear for intonation.  

He said he used to have a 

perfect pitch, but now the 

hearing is going out.  He works 

on it, though.  He just got a 

cochlear implant in January 

because his right ear had been 

dormant for 25 years.  He has 

his software tweaked every 

three months and he just went 

through the preliminaries to 

have the same thing done to his 

left ear.  Heõs pretty happy with 

the results. 

 Since he had full sound 

awareness since he was ten, 

Paul is now remembering how 

music and voices were supposed 

to sound.  Which is why heõs so 

great with accents and reading 

childrenõs books in Braille to 

young library patrons. 

 His job at AINColorado, is to 

take what the volunteer readers 

record and make sure the 

listeners can access the 

information.  Whether you are a 

remote reader, or tape at the 

studio, Paul says, òIf the show 

doesnõt meet deadline, it wonõt 

air.ó 

 Like the rest of the staff, 

Paul is eager for the digital 

conversion.  òIt means 

expanding the capability of 

options for the listeners,ó he 

said, and òincreasing the 

capacity for more people to 

listen.ó   

 Paul is also working with a 

group that shares programs 

through the internet with other 

audio information services.  

These services, like 

AINColorado, fill the 

local and regional niche.  

Program Share is a 

repository of other audio 

materials on a national 

level that arenõt 

available by any other 

services.  òI hate to see 

audio services, duplicate 

information,ó he said.  

òThen it becomes 

quantity versus quality.ó 

 Paul always 

had a love for radio and 

wanted to be a DJ.  Heõs 

been  stand-up comic, as anyone 

who has met him, soon 

discovers.  He says his life has 

been a daily comedy of errors.  

òItõs been very interesting,ó he 

said.   Although the colorful 

characters who frequented the 

reading services in New York 

will remain his friends forever, 

Paul says he enjoys it here much 

better.  òIõve been busier than 

Iõve ever been.ó 

 And, he said of the 

volunteers, òGod bless you all 

because you are what makes it 

work.  Iõm very grateful.ó 



 T here were lots of 

good things to eat, 

lots of good people to meet, 

door prizes and lots of 

smiling faces at this yearõs 

pot luck party.  We think 

the pictures tell most of the 

story.   Thanks so much to 

all who came and shared 

this event.  
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Pot luck get together March 30 
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Have you ever said that once you are comfortable and secure you would like to help Audio Information 

Network of Colorado?  If so, here is the easiest way to make those good intentions happen. 

 A Gift in Your Will 

 You can make a charitable gift by including a bequest to Audio Information Network of Colorado 

directly in your will or revocable living trust.  In doing so, you provide a pledge of future support for 

our mission. 

 Information for Your Legal Advisor 

 Our Legal Name:   Audio Information Network of Colorado 

Address:  2200 Central Avenue, Suite A, Boulder, CO  80301 

 Sample Bequest Language 

 Here is a suggested clause for making an outright, unrestricted bequest to us: 

The Audio Information Network of Colorado is to receive (the sum of $___ or ___ percent 

of my net residuary estate after the payment of all my debts and taxes).  This bequest is 

unrestricted, and the board of directors or other governing body may use and expend the 

same for such charitable purposes as it deems appropriate.  

 Should you wish to make a bequest to AINColorado that is restricted to a specific purpose, please 

contact us before you do so we can make sure we are able to meet your request. 

 Thank you so much for thinking of us. 

 AINColorado has fair trade coffee on sale, roasted by Gerry Leary of the Unseen Bean, an apt name 

for a blind coffee roaster.  He has organic fair market trade coffee, which not only benefits the growers 

but also, AINColorado.  Some of the wonderful varieties available:  Malawi, Ethiopian Harar, Organic 

Peru, Miz Susanõs Blend and Organic Decaf. 

 You can also contribute to AINColorado every time you do an internet search by using 

goodsearch.com as your search engine.  Just go to: www.goodsearch.com and designate Audio 

Information Network of Colorado under òwho do you goodsearch for?ó 
  
 You can now donate on-line by using the donate link on our website: www.aincolorado.com. 
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Ways to further support AINColorado 

Corner 

Kat Lindgren, 

AINColorado  

Volunteer 

W hat an exciting year this is for AINColorado. We are busy preparing for 

the digital conversion.  As we move closer to replacing equipment in the 

field, we will need extra help from some of our volunteers. Anyone wishing to 

help with outreach and equipment replacement please contact me so that we 

may work out details in advance.  

O ur volunteers are a valuable asset and we strive to show our appreciation 

as well as provide a sense of community. Twice a year we offer 

opportunities for volunteers to meet, get to know each other better, network and 

learn what is new with AINColorado.   

W e enjoyed seeing so many at our spring potluck. We have already 

reserved the Stadium Club for this yearõs Volunteer Appreciation 

Brunch to be held:     Saturday October 

25 

    Folsom Field Stadium Club 

    10 to noon  

Invitations will be sent, but be sure to reserve this date on your calendars 


